Amplitudes of auditory P300 in remitted and residual schizophrenics: correlations with clinical features.
The parameters of auditory P300 were studied with reference-independent methods in a group of 18 remitted and residual schizophrenics, and in 18 age- and sex-matched controls. In the schizophrenic group, significant inverse correlations were found between P300 amplitudes and level of psychopathology assessed with the Scale for Assessment of Negative Symptoms and with the Brief Psychiatric Rating Scale. Clinical variables regarding social functioning and adaptation, assessed with the Schedule for Affective Disorders and Schizophrenia, and with axis V of DSM-III-R, correlated significantly with low amplitudes. The scalp locations of the maxima and minima of the P300 potentials had the tendency to be dislocated to the right in schizophrenics compared with controls. The results indicate low P300 amplitudes to be associated with pervasive cognitive impairment. Future studies will determine whether low P300 amplitudes have prognostic validity for course and outcome of schizophrenic disorders.